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PRELUDE            Emogene Kurtzleben 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

JOYOUS LIGHT EVENING PRAYER                       booklet p.2-5 

FIRST READING        John 18:33-38 
33Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and 
asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" 34Jesus answered, "Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?" 35Pilate replied, 
"I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you done?" 36Jesus answered, "My 
kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my 
followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." 37Pilate asked him, "So 
you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. 
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice." 38Pilate asked 
him, "What is truth?" After he had said this, he went out to the Jews 
again and told them, "I find no case against him.” 

Leader: The Word of the Lord.                 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING       Matthew 27:15-26 
15Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner 
for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16At that time they had a 
notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. 17So after they had gathered, 
Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus 
Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?" 18For he realized that it 
was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19While he was 
sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, "Have nothing 
to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal 
because of a dream about him." 20Now the chief priests and the elders 
persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus 
killed. 21The governor again said to them, "Which of the two do you 
want me to release for you?" And they said, "Barabbas." 22Pilate said to 
them, "Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?" All 
of them said, "Let him be crucified!" 23Then he asked, "Why, what evil 
has he done?" But they shouted all the more, "Let him be crucified!" 
24So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was 
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, 
saying, "I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves." 25Then 

the people as a whole answered, "His blood be on us and on our 
children!" 26So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, 
he handed him over to be crucified. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord.                     All: Thanks be to God. 

MESSAGE: PONTIUS PILATE                     Gary Hayungs 

HYMN           “In the Hour of Trial” 

JOYOUS LIGHT EVENING PRAYER                            p.5-8 

POSTLUDE   
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America. Used by permission.  

Lent offerings are designated for ELCA World Hunger and may 
be left in the offering plates at the back of the church.  Thank 
you for your generosity. 
Don’t forget to keep feeding your piggy banks!  

 
 
(Please return the “Joyous Light Evening Prayer” booklets to 
the box in the back of the church.) 


