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PRELUDE Karen Post

WELCOME/ ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER p. 2-8
RESPONSIVE READING - THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
from Martin Luther’'s Small Catechism

'W I What is baptism?
V\_, Baptism is not simply plain water. Instead, it is water used

7o according to God’s command and connected with God’s word.

What then is this word of God?

Where our Lord Christ says in Matthew 28, “Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.”

II What gifts or benefits does baptism grant?

It brings about forgiveness of sins, redeems from death and the devil, and
gives eternal salvation to all who believe it, as the words and promise of
God declare.

What are these words and promise of God?

Where our Lord Christ says in Mark 16, "The one who believes and is
baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be
condemned.”

III How can water do such great things?

Clearly the water does not do it, but the word of God, which is with and
alongside the water, and faith, which trusts this word of God in the water.
For without the word of God the water is plain water and not a baptism, but
with the word of God it is a baptism, that is, a grace-filled water of life and a
“bath of the new birth in the Holy Spirit,”

as St. Paul says to Titus in chapter 3,

“through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life. The saying is sure.”

IV What then is the significance of such a baptism with water?

It signifies that the old person in us with all sins and evil desires is to be
drowned and die through daily sorrow for sin and through repentance, and
on the other hand that daily a new person is to come forth and rise up to
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live before God in righteousness and purity forever.

Where is this written?

St. Paul says in Romans 6, "We were buried with Christ through baptism
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”

SECOND READING Galatians 4:4-7 (NRSVue)

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born

under the law, °in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as children. ® And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave but
a child, and if a child then also an heir through God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Matthew 1:18 (NRSVue) Glory to you, O Lord.

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
pregnant from the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Pr. John Heille
HYMN "What Child is This” LBW # 40
HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER p. 8-12
POSTLUDE
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Future mid-week Advent worship services:
12/10/2025 7:00 PM St. John’s
12/17/2025 7:00 PM Good Hope

THIS WEEK AT PARISH THREE
12/06/2025 6:30-9:30 AM St. John’s Breakfast and Cookie Sale @ Woden Comm. Center
12/07/2025 9:00 AM Worship at Immanuel w/Holy Communion & noisy offering

**Breakfast and Box of Cookie Sale is this Saturday, December 6, at
the Woden Community Center: Breakfast is served from 6:30-9:00 AM
and the cookies are $10/box selling from 7:30 AM or until they are gone.
There will be raffle tickets selling for $1 each or 6 for $5.
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**Christmas in Titonka is Saturday, December 6 from 10AM to 2PM at the Buffalo
Creek Activity Center. There will be crafters, baked goods, vendors; Santa and Mrs.

Claus; fire truck rides; kids Christmas crafts; and (free will offering) cinnamon rolls,
sloppy joes and bars.

**Poinsettias - can you help beautiful Immanuel’s sanctuary by
bringing a poinsettia or two? Please bring them next Sunday, December
7 or 21. If you'd like to donate money for a poinsettia instead, please
contact Sherri Post by December 14.

**Helping Congregations Thrive in Times of Clergy Shortages: Round Two
Everyone is invited to the Waldorf University Ballroom in Forest City at 3:00 PM on
Sunday, December 7. Pastor Rod Hopp is one of the facilitators. “In round two we
will get more serious about potential models for ministry and imagine new
possibilities.”

**@Gridshock, a film about sex trafficking in Iowa will be shown at Ramsey
Reformed Church on Sunday, December 7 at 6:00 PM. Stacy Besch from Team Iowa
will give a presentation on awareness, helping combat and bring clarity on the
misconceptions of human trafficking. There is a poster with more information on the
churches’ bulletin boards.

**The Sharing Tree is up at St. John’s. Gifts are due back by December 12. Food
donations are also being collected: see the food donation list on St. John’s bell tower.

**Christmas Boxes to Go for Neighbors in Need: If you need
groceries for Christmas to prepare for yourself and your family, call
to reserve your box by Sunday, December 14. Reserve your take
and bake box of: 3-5 Ib ham, potatoes/sweet potatoes, green beans,
a pound of baby carrots, Christmas goodies/cookies, rolls or biscuits,
clementines, apple cider/apple juice, apple sauce, dessert, butter,
cranberry sauce by calling any of the following individuals:

Jim Post: 641-590-0002 Phyllis Schutjer: 641-860-0415
Kevin Hamilton: 515-320-1439 Jonathan Hansen: 605-641-6787

Christmas Boxes to Go
for Neighbors in Need

You will need to give your name, address for delivery and number of people joining
you for Christmas.

Help is needed for assembly and delivery:

Assembly will take place Monday, December 22, 2025 from 10am-noon at Good
Hope Lutheran Church in Titonka.

Pick up begins after 1pm at Good Hope on Monday, December 22, 2025.
Delivery will be made for people who have requested delivery.

If you'd like to help pack or distribute please contact Pastor John Heille call or text
507-399-3119 or email unlikelyj@icloud.com
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