
February Worship Schedule 

Parish Information: 
Office Phone: 641-926-5798 
Office email: parishthre@wctatel.net  
 

Pr. Joh Cell: 507-399-3119 
Pr. John EMAIL:  unlikelyj@icloud.com 
Mailing:  PO Box 95, Woden, Iowa 50484 

  

Feb 5th   9:00 a.m.   Immanuel 

Feb 12th      9:00 a.m.   St. John’s w/Communion 

Feb. 19th     9:00 a.m.   Immanuel 

Feb  22nd    7:00 p.m.   Good Hope (Ash Wednesday) 

Feb. 26th   9:00 a.m.   St. John’s w/Communion 

Adult Bible Study 

We will be starting an Adult Bible Study scheduled for the first  

Monday of every month.  The first bible study will be on:  

Monday, February 6th at 6:30p.m. at Good Hope.   

We hope to see you there! 

Be sure to get your piggy bank!  Starting on Ash Wednesday, 

Parish 3 will be giving out piggy banks to raise money for ELCA 

World Hunger.  We ask each family to take a piggy bank, fill it 

with their spare change during the Lenten season, and bring it 

back a the end of lent.  The money will go towards purchasing  

farm animals for communities fighting hunger.  Together we can 

all make a big difference to a community in need! 



February 2023 

Hearts open to God.  

     February is a great month to talk about the 

heart.  

     Stores fill up with hearts of all shapes and 

sizes for Valentine’s Day.  As a kid I learned to 

fold pink and red construction paper in half be-

fore cutting that distinct curve and straight line 

that match the shape of a heart.  My mom and 

dad encouraged my sister and myself to make 

our own cards—we sat down at the table to-

gether to make them a couple days before val-

entines to give to one another.  

     Where is your heart?  

     If you ask a biologist or a doctor they well 

say your heart is in your chest next to your 

lungs.  

     If you as a person who has just fallen in love 

they might say their beloved holds onto their 

heart.  

     If you asked Jesus where to find a person’s 

heart he would say look at what they treas-

ure.  Look for what is valued the most.    

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moth and rust[a] consume and where 

thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for your-

selves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 

rust[b] consumes and where thieves do not break in 

and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.  Matthew 6:19-21   

     Jesus had a point.  What we value the most 

shows by what we do.  When you want to find 

somebody’s heart look at where the spend their 

time and their money.  We can learn a whole 

lot about treasure by watching what people do.  

     At the end of February we will hear Jesus 

words about the heart in our church on Ash 

Wednesday.  Ash Wednesday and Lent are tra-

dition in the church—neither is mentioned any-

where in the New Testament or in the earliest 

records of church history.  Lent is a tradition 

people developed over many years.  This year I 

hope we look at Lent as time to focus on the 

heart of our faith—including the greatest event 

in Jesus’ life: the cross and resurrection.  

     Some people might say the cross and resur-

rection are two distinct events—but I look and 

say they lose their meaning when they are sep-

arated.  Crucifixion was a common form of exe-

cution.  Many people died that way—Jesus 

would have been just one more person killed by 

Rome if it hadn’t been for Easter Morning.  

     The heart of Jesus story is dying and ris-

ing.   It’s the heart of our message:  God has the 

power to bring the dead back to life.  Resurrec-

tion is what we need.  

     A friend was at a visitation.  She held the 

hand of a daughter who held back tears.  

     She asked, “How are you?”  

     Her husband dismissed the question.  He 

said, “she’s just fine”   

     The friend looked the daughter in the 

eye.  She said, “I’m not ok—my hearts bro-

ken.”  

     The friend said that’s okay—God loves a 

broken heart.       

     This February we will talk about the one 

who loves us heart and soul.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matt+6%3A19-21&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-27574a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matt+6%3A19-21&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-27575b


10 Minute Bible Study 

Finding your Heart:  One great word to look up in the scripture is heart.  This one word pops up in 

the Psalms, the words of the prophets, and the words of Jesus himself.  God knows our hearts.  

God’s desire, we learn again and again in the scripture, is to transform us starting with our hearts.  

Some people think that God wants to change the exteriors of his people—but the truth is God wants 

to change us from the inside out. 

Look up Psalm 51:16-17 

In the ancient world people came to God with sacrifices like animals or grain, wine or gold.  But God 

will honor the offering a broken-hearted person who comes to God.   

Why does God love broken-hearted people? 

 

Look up Ezekiel 11:19-20 

God is promising to give the people new hearts. 

What does it mean to have a heart of stone or to be hard hearted? 

 

Why does God want our hearts to made of flesh not stone? 

 

Look up Ezekiel 36:26-28 

Right before the beloved story of the dry bones, of Israel being brought back to life, Ezekiel spoke a 

promise from God. 

What does a new heart and a new spirit mean inside of a person? 

 

What does having a new heart and a new spirit mean for the people around you? 

 

Look Matthew 6:19-21 

Jesus was speaking on a mountain top—his sermon started with the beatitudes—and now he’s talk-

ing about the way we can find our hearts—by looking at what we treasure and value the most. 

 

What do you treasure the most? 



 
Feb 1 - Levi Brandt 
Feb 2 - Laura Aase 
Feb 2 - Janessa Brandt 
Feb 2 - Becky Crone 
Feb 3 - Phillip Johnson 
Feb 4 - Denny Buns 
Feb 7 - Pat Hobbs 
Feb 7 - Pam Juhl 
Feb 7 - Alyssa Wood 
Feb 11 - Degan Juenger 
Feb 13 - Jason Krull 
Feb 14 - Joseph Hanna 
Feb 21- Kassie Bartlett 
Feb 24 - Tracy Hanna 

Feb 1 - Tessa Brandt 
Feb 7 - Arliss Ullmann 
Feb 9 - Savanah Kardoes 
Feb 10 - Mary Ullmann 
Feb 13 - Steve Eden 
Feb 14 - Alexander White 
Feb 15 - Wayne Ebbers 
Feb 15 - Merle Ricklefs 
Feb 15 - Jenna Stohr 
Feb 16 - Weston Harms 
Feb 17 - Arvid Boyken 
Feb 19 - Charlotte Eden 
Feb 22 - Leona Schmidt 
Feb 23 - Daniel Rurup 
Feb 25 - Eric Eden  
Feb 26 - Ryan Finer 

St. John’s 

Immanuel 

Feb 9 - Sherri & Brad Haugland 
Feb 9 - Carrie & Kelly Snieder 
Feb 22 - Nancy & Maurice Buns 
Feb 24 - Terry & Kathy Albers 

Feb 3 - Jim & Karen Post 

Feb 4 - Beauford & Rozzie Stohr 

Feb 16 - Russ & Diane Bruns 

Immanuel 

St. John’s 



Immanuel  

Servant Schedule 

St. John’s 

Servant Schedule 

 

Communion/Dossal 

 Kyle & Maddie Post 

 

Banners 

Organist 

 

Readers 

Feb 5 Shelly Kardoes 

Feb 19 Wendy Harms 

 

 

Ushers   

Pat Gibbs & Steve Gerdes 

 

Communion 

Emogene Kurtzleben 

 

Altar Cloths & Flowers     

Tjode Mickelson 

 

Readers 

Feb 12 Deb Schimmelpfennig 

Feb 26 Wendy Harms 

 

Parish Three Council Meeting 

Monday, February 13th 

7:00pm at St. John’s 

 

 If you were not in attendance but would like a copy 

of the annual report from either church, you can 

email the office (parishthre@wctatel.net) and a digital 

copy will be sent to you.  Otherwise, you can pick up 

a paper copy at each of the churches. 

  

TCC Live-Stream Volunteers 

Feb. 5 - Jim Post 

Feb. 12 - Tony & Shelly Kardoes 

Feb. 19 - John & Emogene K.   

Feb. 26 - Jim Post 



 

St. John’s WELCA 

QUILTING DAYS 

Feb/March Every Tuesday @ 1:00p.m. 

February 9th @ 6:30p.m. 

February 21ST @ 6:30p.m. 

March 2ND @ 6:30P.M. 

March 13th @ 6:30P.m. 

CHOICE DOLLARS 

Remember to designate where you want your  

Thrivent Choice Dollars  

directed in February and March. 

Keep an eye out on the Parish 3 website.  You will soon have the option to give 

your offering online through Tithely by using a credit card or bank account.  

The easiest way to give will be to go to www.parish3.com.  On the home page 

scroll down to Church Offering and Food Bank Contributions.  You will see 

“Give St. John’s” and “Give Immanuel” buttons.  They will link you directly to a 

giving form for each church.  If  you sign-up and create an account with Tithe-

ly, you will be able to track your giving throughout the year.  Once you create 

an account, Tithely has an app that makes online giving very quick and easy! 



Riverside Bible Camp Registration is Open! 

Riverside Bible Camp offers a wide range of summer programs, 

from half week sessions for their youngest campers, to full week 

programs for campers entering 3rd grade all the way up through 

high school, and family camp.  Riverside also has a beginner and 

intermediate ranch camp program, as well as an adventure camp 

focused on growing in faith through enjoying God’s creation.   

Riverside Bible Camp is located in Story City, IA.   

More information about the various camps can be found at: 

 https://www.riversidelbc.org/summer-camp 

There are “early bird discounts” through 2/15/23! 

Drawing by Nick Trunkhill 

Youth Night will be on Sunday, February 5th at 

6:00p.m. at Immanuel. 

We will be having a Game Night! 

(Youth Night is for students 6th grade and up) 



Message from Lutheran Services in Iowa 

February 2023, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story 
 
Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI 

At LSI, loving our neighbor is an essential value that we continuously work and grow 
towards. This Valentine’s Day, take time to share with your friends, family and neigh-

bors how important they are to you. February is a time of giving, a time of love and a 
time of gratitude. Share with those around you how much they mean to you and the 
impact they have had on you. 
 

It’s also a time when we want to thank you, the congregations that so generously sup-
port the work of LSI throughout the year. We are blessed by your love and support. 
Your generosity has continued to offer hope and healing to Iowans of all ages. 
For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s Director of Philanthropy and 

Church Relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.  

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve 
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and 
sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 
Love Your Neighbor 

At LSI, loving our neighbor is an integral value. Our staff continuously work towards 
loving their neighbors and investing their time, energy and resources into helping their 

neighbors.  
 
“I love getting to know my LSI colleagues and teammates, and I feel fortunate to be 

surrounded by such talented, passionate and inspiring individuals,” said Nick Wuertz, 
Director of Immigrant and Refugee Community Services (IRCS). “The team around me 
makes me better, and by getting to know my team and understanding their unique 
skills and perspectives, I feel I can love and support them in sharing those gifts with 

others on our team, our clients and the broader community.” 
 
Barbra Jotzke-Torrier, Director of Philanthropy, shared that loving her neighbor means 
treating others with respect. “It means remembering my way is not always the best 

way, and certainly not the only way to live, love, make a home or be a part of a family.” 
Barbra shared that her job at LSI has given her the opportunity to share people’s sto-
ries and to connect people with programs they are passionate about.  

 
“Loving my neighbor means caring for them and being there for them in good times 
and hard times,” shared Patrick Karemera, a Resettlement Caseworker. “Loving my 
neighbor through my job is about welcoming our new neighbors from all over the world 

who flee their homes in hopes of a better life.” 
 
As Nick shared, loving your neighbors is complex and requires you to take the time to 
get to know them on a personal level. This Valentine’s Day, we invite you to take that 

step and get to know your neighbors.  



Immanuel Lutheran Church, Rural Titonka 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Woden 

302 2nd Street 

P.O. Box 95 Woden Iowa, 50484 

 

Church Phone: 641-926-5798 

Email: parishthre@wctatel.net 

 

February 2023 Newsletter 

 


