
  

As we turn our attention towards the new year,  

remember to complete your year-end reports for the annual 

meetings.   

Deadlines to submit reports are:  

St. Johns -  January 5th.  

Immanuel - January 12th  

Annual reports should be sent to parishthre@wctatel.net 

January Worship Schedule 

January 1st        9:00a.m.      St. John’s 

January 8th        9:00a.m.     Immanuel w/Communion 

January 15th      9:00a.m.     St. John’s (Annual Mtg.) 

January 22nd     9:00a.m.     Immanuel w/Communion (Annual Mtg.) 

January 29th      9:00a.m.     St. John’s 

Parish Information: 

Office Phone: 641-926-5798 

Office email: parishthre@wctatel.net  

Pr. John Cell: 507-399-3119 

Pr. John E-mail:  unlikelyj@icloud.com 

Mailing:  PO Box 95, Woden, Iowa 50484 



January 2023 

God’s pride and Joy, 
Jesus was God the Father's pride and joy.  
Just listen to the words in Matthew 3:17, a 
voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 
whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased.” (Matthew 3:17 NIV) 

     Jesus’ ministry hadn't even started; he 
hadn't preached a sermon, cured a sick per-
son, cast out a demon, and God the Father 
said, “…I am well pleased.” 

     There is something in this story of Jesus 
baptism that gets me thinking about God's 
love for each person.  God loved Jesus be-
fore he had done any public ministry and I 
believe that God loves us before we do any-
thing.  God loves us not because of what 
we've done but because of who we are to 
God.  We are made, each and every one of 
us, is in God’s very own image and likeness.  
We have the fingerprints of God all over us. 

     A few years ago Rick Warren imagined 
God's refrigerator being full of pictures of 
the people God loves.  I like to imagine God 
the father's wallet filled with snapshots of all 
the people God made and rejoices in today. 

     As he came out the water from baptism 
Jesus heard from God.  As a church we trust 
that God is at work in every baptism.  The 
water together with God's promises in the 
Word of scripture matter not because of who 
we are or what we do but because of who 
God is and what God can do. Before a baby 
can believe or behave in a particular way 
baptism announces that every child brought 
to the water belongs to God. 

 

Seeing other people like God sees us, 
In this world it's so easy to separate people 
into “us and them”.  I like who believe and 
think like me; but the truth is God loves all 
people.  It is so easy in our day to make an 
“us and them” list—but God calls us to love 
all people.  In scripture one of the great sto-
ries that challenges us and them thinking is 
Jonah. Jonah was called to go to his enemies.  
God wanted him to tell the people of Nine-
veh to repent. And Jonah ran the other way.  
He was angry with these people and with 
God for loving them.  

     Our Calling as God's people is to see the 
image of God in every single human being. 
The truth revealed through scripture is that 
God the father loves a whole lot of people, 
and just one of the people he loves is you. 

     You are God’s creations—God’s pride 
and joy.  You are outcome of God’s creativi-
ty—and so is every other person—even our 
enemies.  We go into this world knowing 
that all people--even the people we disagree 
with and struggle to understand—they also 
carry God’s own image and likeness.   

 

Thanks for reading and sharing in ministry 
with me, 

Pastor John Heille 



Thank you to everyone who purchased an 

angel gift or donated food for the sharing 

tree.  May your generosity be a blessing to 

those who received the gifts. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to St. John’s for the Christmas gift this year! 

It is very much appreciated. 

-Rachel Kurtzleben 

Parish 3 Secretary/Treasurer 

  

Thank you Parish 3 for your donation 
to the Neighborhood Food Bank Forest 
City.  We will be using the donation to 
provide food for the needy in our area.   

Your giving spirit is greatly  
appreciated. 



 
Jan 3 - Nick Wood 
Jan 9 - Lori Larson 
Jan 14 - Amy Juhl 
Jan 15- Jim Steffen 
Jan 16 - Morgan Hobbs 
Jan 16 - Allyson Wilson 
Jan 17 - Jacob Rivera 
Jan 18 - Britaney Folkerts 
Jan 19 - Nolan Harmon 
Jan 20 - Deb Alphs 
Jan 20 - Dennis Smith 
Jan 22 - Jake Wood 
Jan 23 - Dixie Buns 
Jan 24 - Jacquelyn Kennedy 
Jan 25 - Lori Neal 
Jan 26 - Karen Larson 
Jan 28 - Olivia Gibbs 
Jan 30 - Steve Gerdes 
  
 

Jan 2 - Doug Culbertson 
Jan 3 - Timothy Ricklefs 
Jan 4 - Jay Mayland 
Jan 6 - Pastor John Heille 
Jan 6 - Gregory Gjerde 
Jan 8 - LeAnn Bruns 
Jan 8 -  Michael Mayland 
Jan 8 - Abby Sexton 
Jan 13 - Kody Plymesser 
Jan 14 - Branden Larsen 
Jan 16 - Julie Alphs 
Jan 17 - Sharon Hoffmann 
Jan 17 - Tyson Ricklefs 
Jan 20  Nicholas Kardoes 
Jan 30 - Scott Gjerde 
Jan 30 - Ronald Schmidt 
Jan 30 - Emily Ullmann 
Jan 31 - Ethan Boyken 
 
 

St. John’S Immanuel 

St. John’s QUILTING DAYS 

Quilting Days will start up 

again in January.   

Anyone is welcome to help 

come and tie quilts. 

January Tuesdays (3, 10, 17, 24, 31) 

@ 1:00p.m. 

January 17 & 30 @ 6:30p.m. 

Youth Night will be  

January 8th @ 6:00p.m at 

Good Hope. 

 

Confirmation Classes will 

start up again on January 4th 

@ 6:30p.m. at Good Hope 



Immanuel  

Servant Schedule 

St. John’s  

Servant Schedule 

Communion & Dossal 

Kyle & Maddie Post 

 

Banners 

Organist 

 

Readers 

January  8th - Susan Post 

January 22nd  - David Post 

 

Ushers  

Eric Larson & Daryl Beenken 

Communion  

Phyllis Schutjer 
 

Altar Cloths & Flowers     

Leslie Emhoff 
 

Readers 

January 1st - Gary Hayungs 

January 15th - Doris Haugland 

January 29th - Pat Gibbs 

 

Parish Three Council Meeting 

Monday, January 9th at 

7:00pm at Immanuel 

Titonka Care Center  

Live-Stream Schedule 

January 1  

Gail & Kevin Hamilton 

January 8  

John & Emogene Kurtzleben 

January 15 

Kyle & Maddie Post 

January 22 

David & Marsha Bergstrom 

January 29 

Rachel Kurtzleben  

& Damien Strecker 



St. John’s Annual Meeting  will 

be on Sunday, January 15th   

following church service. 

Immanuel’s Annual Meeting will 

be on Sunday, January 22nd  

following church service.   

January: Eric Larson 

  Daryl Beenken 

February: Pat Gibbs 

  Steve Gerdes  

March: John Kurtzleben 

  Paul Buns 

April:  Alan Larson 

  Ryan Hobbs 

May:  Gary Hayungs 

  Denny Buns 

June:  Denny Smith  

  Rick Schutjer 

  

July:  Brad Buns 

  Shannon Brandt 

August: Bruce Schutjer 

  Rusty Meyering 

September: Thomas Buns 

  Jim Steffen 

October: Matt Brandt 

  Dean Harms 

November: Dylan Brandt 

  Damien Strecker  

December: Jason Doege 

  Clay Hobbs 

St. John’s Usher List 2023 



Update from Oaxaca Streetchildren Grassroots 
Oaxaca Streetchildren Grassroots serves children living in poverty in Oaxaca, Mexico, 

to help ensure their full and continued access to an education. They believe in educa-

tion as a human right and help the poorest of Oaxaca’s children realize their dream of 

going to school.  More information about the organization can be found at oaxa-

castreetchildren.org. For over a decade, St. John’s has been donating to sponsor a  

student, Erika Esther García Merino.  Below is a letter from Erika. 

Dear Godparents, 

     I thank you for the support you gave me through-

out the school year as it was a great support from 

you. 

     I told them that last year, when I attended the fifth 

and sixth semesters, things went well for me.  Alt-

hough a little difficult because of the virtual classes 

and also because of the practices that I had in the 

hospital, they were very good since I learned many 

things and that makes me feel good because I know 

that I was right to schoose the degree I wanted to 

study, but form there everything is fine since I like 

the career I am studying, which is a Bachelor of 

Nurasing and Midwifery.  I like it a lot since it is an 

area I fit in.  I am doing well at school, getting good 

grades so that you can feel proud of me, because 

thanks to you I am getting ahead.  I passed my fourth 

year in the seventh semester, and it is only my last 

year of studies, and I am going to try too hard to get 

ahead thanks to you for believing.  I am proud of 

myself and the trust that you have given me, and I 

hope you are well, and I look forward to seeing you 

very soon for my graduation. 

     In this time of pandemic that has already become 

endemic, we have not taken much care, thank God 

we are in good health, little by little we are coming 

out, but the important thing is that we are well, and I 

hope that you take care of yourselves.  I hope to see 

you very soon. 

     I wish you that these Christmas days have a great 

time and that you can have a wonderful time.  I wish 

you a nice Christmas and a prosperous New Year, 

and I hope everything is fine there.  I say goodbye to 

you.  I send you a big hug from a distance and take 

care of yourselves.  My family sends you greetings.  

I love you very much and God bless you.   

Erika Esther García Merino 

Queridos padrinos, 

     Les doy las gracias por el apoyo que me brin-

daron por el ciclo escolar ya que fue un gran apoyo 

de ustedes. 

     Les comenté que año pasado que curse en quinto 

y sexto semestre me fue bien aunque un poco difícil 

por las clases virtuales y tambien por las practicas 

que tuve en el hospital fueron muy buenas ya que 

aprendi muchas cosas y eso me hace sentir bien por 

que se que estube en lo correcto de elegir la licencia-

tura que queria estudiar, pero de ahi todo bien ya que 

me gusta la carrera que estoy estudiando que es Li-

cenciatura en Enfermería y obstetricia me gusta mu-

cho ya que es un área en la que me acomodo, voy 

bien en la escuela sacando buenas calificaciones para 

que se sientan orgullosos de mi ya que gracias a 

ustedes estoy saliendo adelante, pase a septimo se-

mestre mi cuarto ano ya solo es mi ultimo ano de 

Carrera y me voy a esforzar demasiado para salir 

Adelante gracias a ustedes por creer en mi y la confi-

anza que me han dado me siento orgulloso y espero 

que se ecuentren bien y los espero muy pronto para 

mi graduacion.   

     En este tiempo de pandemia que ya se ha vuelto 

una endemica, no hemos cuidado mucho, gracias a 

Dios estamos bien de salud, poco a poco vamos sali-

endo pero lo importante es que estamos bien y eso 

espero de ustedes que se cuiden los espero ver muy 

pronto a ustedes. 

 Les deseo que estas fechas de navidad se la 

pasen muy bien y que puedan pasarla de maravilla 

les deseo una bonita navidad y un próspero año nue-

vo y espero que todo esté bien allá. 

     Me despido de ustedes, les mando un gran abrazo 

a distancia y cuídense mucho, les manda saludos mi 

familia los quiero mucho y que Dios los bendiga. 

Erika Esther García Merino 



Message from Lutheran Services in Iowa 

Amplifying the Voices of Iowa Children and Families 

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) works to provide services to Iowa children and families and to share 

their stories with the community. As a way of amplifying our communities’ voices, we invite you to 

be a part of the annual Lutheran Day on the Hill event.  

Join Lutheran Services in Iowa and the three Iowa synods of the ELCA for Lutheran Day on the Hill 

in Des Moines on March 14, 2023! This day is essential for amplifying the voices of those who are 

not heard, for seeking social justice and for empowering people to exercise their right and responsibil-

ity to be part of the legislative process.  

If you are interested in joining LSI for Lutheran Day on the Hill, visit our website at https://

lsiowa.org/ldh/. For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s Director of Philanthropy 

and Church Relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.  

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. 
LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ag-
es, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. 
Learn more at LSIowa.org and facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

A Journey of Overwhelming Joy 

After going through fertility treatments and being told they weren’t able to have any more kids, Dani 

and her husband pursued their foster care license in 2015 and have cared for 13 kids since.  

“Throughout our journey of being foster parents, we’ve had many great placements,” said Dani. “Our 

shortest placement lasted five days when we cared for a girl, whose mother was incapable of watching 

her while she recovered in the hospital, and our longest lasted 18 months.” 

Dani shared that one of their biggest blessings was having the opportunity to adopt some of the chil-

dren they fostered. The family adopted their first child at age one, and they had plans to adopt another 

when the child turned 18 years old. 

“Every time our family adopts another child, I get the same feeling of overwhelming joy,” said Da-

ni. “I feel like any expectant mom -–not being able to contain my joy when their adoption comes up, 

and telling everyone I know about it.” 

Dani shared that it is hard to explain the full impact fostering – and the lows and highs it brings – has 

had on her family. “We’ve cried, stressed and lost a lot of sleep. We loved, laughed and had so many 

firsts,” said Dani. “But I still tell everyone who is considering being a foster parent to do it. It’s a roll-

er coaster, but so worth it.” 

https://lsiowa.org/ldh/
https://lsiowa.org/ldh/
mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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St. John’s Lutheran Church, Woden 
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January 2023 Newsletter 

 


