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March — April Worship Schedule

Sunday, March 2 9:00 AM St. John’s — noisy offering

: Wednesday, March 5 7:00 PM St. John's w/communion

Sunday, March 9 9:00 AM Immanuel w/communion
Wednesday, March 12 7:00 PM Good Hope

Sunday, March 16 9:00 AM St. John'’s
Wednesday, March 19 7:00 PM Immanuel

Sunday, March 23 9:00 AM immanuel w/communion
Wednesday, March 26 7:00 PM St. John’s

Sunday, March 30 9:00 AM St. John’s — healing service
Wednesday, April 2 7:00 PM Good Hope

Sunday, April 6 9:00 AM Immanuel — noisy offering
Wednesday, April 9 7:00 PM Immanuel

Sunday, April 13 9:00 AM St. John’s w/communion
Thursday, April 17 7:00 PM Immanuel w/communion
Friday, April 18 7:00 PM Good Hope

Sunday, April 20 7:00 AM St. John’s w/communion

Sunday, April 20 9:00 AM Immanuel w/communion

Sunday, April 27 9:00 AM Immanuel w/communion

The 2025 Good Hope/Parish Three calendar is being finalized.
Look for it online soon at www.parish3.com.

Parish Information
Office email: parishthre@wctatel.net

Website: www.parish3.com Office mail:  Parish Three

YouTube services: lowa Lutherans

Church locations: Immanuel 110 340™ St, Titonka, 1A 50480
St. John's 302 2 St, Woden, I1A 50484

Pr John Hielle cell phone:  507-399-3119

Pr John Heille email: unlikelyi@icloud.com

Pr Heille’s office hours: Mondays 9:30 AM — 12:30 PM @ Immanuel

Tuesdays 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM @ St. John's
Wednesdays 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM @ Good Hope

Office phone: 641-926-5798
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March 2025

Lent 2025 — We're broken—and beloved.

I've had two very different experiences of Lent.

As a kid, growing up in a Catholic Church, Lent was about giving stuff up to get closer to God. We ate fish
instead of meat on Fridays, we gave up favorite things like chocolates and sweets. | heard in church Lent was
a time for penance—a time to make things right with God. We tried to even out the scales, doing a little more
“good” work, to get on God's “good” side.

Then | became a Lutheran and, suddenly, Lent wasn’t about giving things up. Lent was about owning our sin
and letting the Good News of Jesus work on our hard hearts. Lutherans openly talk about our troubles with
sin, death, and the devil. The fact is, we're broken people who struggle every day. Just giving up donuts for 6
weeks isn't going to change the situation. In Lent the best thing we can do is lean into Jesus’ cross and empty
tomb.

My childhood church talked about penance and sacrifice during Lent—but the scripture tells us how God draws
close to us when we are broken. We still need to hear the old stories that tell us how God’s love makes new
life happen for broken people.

One of the things | love about Lutherans and Lent is that instead of giving things up we get together in the
middle of the week to hear the Good News again.

This year on Wednesdays in Lent were going to hear 6 great stories from scripture of how God’s love was
made real for 6 broken people. This was developed by Char Rachuy Cox of St Olaf College. She calls it
Broken and Beloved — Stories of God’s Steadfast Love. The key scripture is Psalm 34:18, “The Lord is near to
the broken-hearted, and saves the crushed in spirit.”

Broken and Beloved, that's who are as God’s people. Each week we will dig into a story about God showing
up for somebody who couldn’t put their life back together.

» Ash Wednesday, March 5 - David — Broken by Sin (from Psalm 51:1-17)

*March 12  Naomi — Broken by Grief (from Ruth 1)

* March 19  Elijah — Broken by Fear (from 1%t Kings 19:1-15)

* March 26  The Syrophoenician Woman — Broken by Desperation (from Mark 7:24-30)

* April 2 Mary Magdalene — Broken by Demons (from Luke 8:1-3)
* April 9 Peter — Broken by Failure (from Luke 22:54-62)
Char wrote,

“It is my prayer that through this Lenten journey, you will hear anew that “the Lord is near to the broken-
hearted, and saves the crushed in spirit,” even as you are reminded that God makes new things out of old, and
it is through the cracks that the light gets in.

All | can say is AMEN.

Thanks for your partnership, Pastor John Heille
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JY | 10-MINUTE BIBLESTUDY | ;(
March 2025 )

Psalm 51—Good News for Sinners

There’s a story behind Psalm 51. David wrote Psalm 51 after he was caught in sin. The prophet confronted David: God
knew David's guilt.

The story is simple and awful. David ordered an innocent man’s death. David’s didn’t to kill him at first. David only
wanted to coverup his affair had with this innocent man’s wife. The coverup failed. David ordered an innocent man into
the frontline in battle guaranteeing his death. David thought he’d gotten away with it all. Then Nathan came to tell his
God knew every detail. (read more 2" Samuel 11:1-12:24).

After all his sin was exposed David finally opened his heart to God. This is Psalm 51.

Read Psalm 51:1-2
David, starts out pleading for mercy and remembering God's faithfulness.
What does this Psalm teach about God’s character and our character?

Read Psalm 51:3-5
Nathan made it clear David's sin was obvious to God. Same goes for us.
How is it bad news that God knows every detail of our lives? How is it good news?

Why do people think we can hide from God?

Read Psalm 51:6-9
What exactly is David asking God to do for him? Can you relate?

Read Psalm 51:10-12
Lutherans love this part of Psalm 51. We sing it in worship—many of us know it by heart.

What does this psalm teach us about our sin and God’s faithfulness?

Read Psalm 51:13-14
What does it mean to be delivered by God?

Read Psalm 51:15-17
What does God nof require of His people?

Why is God pleased with broken and contrite hearts?
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Immanuel
Servant Schedule

Communion & Paraments

(There are instructions for communion set-up in the sacristy (the
NW room off of the sanctuary). A calendar with the appropriate
liturgical color is also found there.)

Steve & Anita Eden (March — April)

Readers
March 9 — Susan Post
March 19 — David Post
March 23 — Jim Post
April 6 — Shelly Kardoes
April 9 — Eric Eden
April 17 — Wendy Harms
April 20 —Sherri Post
April 27 — David Post

Titonka Care Center Live-Streamers
March 2 — Allen & Susan Post

March 9 — Gail & Kevin Hamilton
March 16 — Wally & Sue Heyer

March 23 — David & Marsha Bergstrom
March 30 — Jim Post

April 6 — John & Emogene Kurtzleben
April 13 —Allen & Susan Post

April 20 — Gail & Kevin Hamilton

April 27 — Wally & Sure Heyer

March - Pat Gibbs
Steve Gerdes

April — Alan Larson
Ryan Hobbs

March — Deb Schimmelpfennig
April — Lynne Larson

March 2 — Val Gibbs

March 5 — Gary Hayungs

March 16 — Doris Haugland
March 26 — Pat Gibbs

March 30 — Deb Schimmelpfennig

Servant Schedule

Altar Cloths & Flowers
March — Pat Hobbs
April - Lynne Larson

St. John’s

Ushers

Communion

Readers

April 13 — Wendy Harms
April 20 — Val Gibbs

Upcoming meetings:

March 10 7 PM - Parish Three Council mtg @ Immanuel
April 3 7 PM - St. John's WELCA mtg
April 14 7 PM — Parish Three Council mtg @ St. John's
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*xSt. John's financial information:

$12,334.91

$ 1,440.00
$ 74.00

£ 6.000.00
$ 7,514.00

$10,556.75
$(3,042.75)

$ 1,095.00
$ 30.00
$ 1,125.00

$3,911.41
$(2,786.41)

$ 6,505.75

January 1, 2025, checking account balance

Collection

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Transfer from savings
Total January income

January bills paid
Overall total ~ January

Collection
Thrivent Choice Dollars
Total February income

February bills paid
Overall total - February

Total in checking account as of 2/24/2025




Food and fun here, there and everywhere!

Immanuel Soup Supper on Saturday, March 1
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM at the Buffalo Creek Activity Center in Titonka
Serving: chili, chicken noodle soup, oyster stew and pies
Freewill donation benefiting Exceptional Opportunities and Mosaic

Then stay and play free
"Come and Go Bingo”
from 5:30 - 7:30 PM

Soup Luncheon - Sunday, March 16

from 11:00 - 1:00 PM at the Woden Community Center
Serving chili, vegetable, black bean, white chicken chili and potato
soups, bars and drinks
Freewill offering - Proceeds for the Woden Community Club

Woden Community Center is doing their annual fundraiser with a Bingo night on
chips, beans and drink. Bingo cards Saturday, March 29. Doors will open at 6:00
PM with door entrance of $20 and the food will be pork loin sandwich, potato will
be for sale for the evening’s entertainment throughout the evening. Games will
start at 7:00 PM. (This is replacing the Woden Vegas Night from previous years.)

THE GOOD HOPE MEN'’S PORK LOIN Dinner will be held Sunday, March 30th
from 11:30-1:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.

A free will donation will be collected with proceeds given to the Titonka Care Center.
Menu includes Pork loin, mashed potatoes & gravy, green beans, corn,
dessert, and drink.

Please come and help us support the Care Center!

April 20 @ St. John's:

Plans are pending. It is still to be
decided at the women’s meeting
on April 3. Watch April bulletins for
more information.

April 20 @ Immanuel:

Breakfast will be served
before the 9:00 worship service.
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Annual Meeting Highlights

Immanuel (January 9, 2025) — Eric Eden, Secretary

1
2)

3)

Elections: Dave Post - President, Kent Ullmann - First Trustee

Old Business:

a. 125th Celebration was a success.

b. Cemetery maintenance is complete.

c. Family events - discussed prior turnouts and future events.

New Business:

a. Mission Support and Tanzania Girls' School approved.

b. Discussed church cleaning.

c. Discussed property insurance rates and potential options.

d. Discussed Immanuel Soup Dinner, may change to a Saturday evening and include a trivia/game
night.

e. Steve and Anita Eden elected as voting representatives for the Western lowa Synod Assembly.

St. John’s (January 16, 2025) - Wendy Harms, Secretary

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

7)

The general fund is starting the year at approximately half the balance we had this time last year.
Everything has gone up in price. We do have money in savings that can be transferred.

WOW has been replaced with a monthly family night.

The congregation agreed to continue sponsoring a student in Mexico for $300 per year.

A men’s pancake supper has not yet been planned. Will discuss further at the February Council
meeting.

There has been memorial money designated for new windows in the sanctuary and updates to the
upstairs bathrooms.

Parish Three purchased the copy machine last year and it will no longer be rented. A new computer
was recently purchased by Parish Three.

Daryl Beenken and Rick Schutjer agreed to go on the Council as Trustees.

These are not the official or complete minutes; please contact your respective church secretary for more
information.

2025 Parish Three Council

Immanuel: St. John's:

President David Post President Gary Hayungs
Secretary Eric Eden Secretary Wendy Harms
Treasurer Allen Post Treasurer Becky Crone
Benevolence Wendy Harms Benevolence John Kurtzleben
Trustee Greg Brandt Trustee Daryl Beenken
Trustee Kent Ullmann Trustee Rick Schutjer

Thank you for serving our congregations!

COUNCIL




IMMANUEL ST. JOHN'S

BIRTHDAYS

Mar2 Pamela Ubben Mar 3 Cady Weber
Mar4  Jason Senne Mar 4 Chris Gerdes
Mar4  Collin Sexton Mar 5 Katie Gross
Mar5  Bruce Giesking Mar6  Waylon Schutjer
Mar5  Dustin Michaelson Mar 10 Kyra Gibbs
Mar6  Laney Shillington Mar 11 Phyllis Schutjer
Mar 7  Bruce Culbertson Mar 17  Matt Brandt
Mar7  Wendy Harms Mar 18 Natalie Wood
Mar 11 Greg Brandt Mar 20 Donnie Juenger
Mar 11 Avery Luedke Mar21 Mona Buns
Mar 11 Larry Sexton Mar 21 Kassandra Kennedy
Mar 15 Perry Mayland Mar 22  Nicole Lorenson
Mar 15 Rhonda Sexton Mar 24  Kerrie Smith
Mar 25 Amy Luedke Mar 25 Diane Johnson
Mar 26 Isaac Post Mar 27  Colton Muth
Mar 28 Jacob Finer Mar 30  Trever Mutzenberger

Mar 30 Rayshel Witte
Apr1 Mary Franzen Apr1 Steve Peterson
Aprb Nikita White Apr 2 Ashley Henken
Apr 8 Elsie Planz — happy 102! Apr17  Bonnie Doden
Apr9  Amber Rurup Apr18  Alyesha Brandt
Apr 13 Anne Brandt Apr19 Coda Stone
Apr 13 Maddie Post Apr21  Luke Haugland
Apr 14  Anita Eden Apr25  Troy Albers
Apr14 Brad Harms Apr27  Emily Allmon
Apr 20  Nicole Shillington Apr28 Zadin Henken
Apr 27 Nathan Kardoes Apr30 Jace Young

Apr 27 Robert Schmidt
Apr29 Brian Bruns

ANNIVERSARIES

Mar 26 Cory & Heidi Larson Mar 17  Jackie & James Kennedy

Mar 27 Mark & Georgia Ricklefs Mar 21  Matt & Heather Brandt

Mar 25 Jason & Shannon Doege

Mar 27 Jason & Kaylin Bosworth

Apr 10 Jay & Clarice Mayland Apr 4 Dan & Cathy Haugland

Apr24  Doug & Michelle Hanna

SENIOR RECOGNITION

Elsie Planz will be 102 on April 8, 2025. She is Immanuel's and Parish Three’s
“most senior’” member! Her mailing address is PO Box 390, Joaquin, TX 75954.
Happy birthday, Elsie!

Be sure to get your piggy bank! Starting on Ash Wednesday,
Parish 3 gave out piggy banks at church services to raise

money for ELCA World Hunger. We ask each family to take a
piggy bank, fitl it with their spare change during the Lenten
season, and bring it back at the end of Lent. The money will
go towards purchasing farm animals for communities fighting
hunger. Together we can all make a big difference to a
community in need!




Parish Three:
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Titonka
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Woden

Mail: P.O. Box 95, Woden, IA 50484

March / April Newsleftter

Happy Easter!



