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Worship Schedule 

  Nov 2  9:00 AM  St. John’s – noisy offering 

  Nov 9  9:00 AM  Immanuel w/Holy Communion, Corn & Cash 

  Nov 16            9:00 AM  St. John’s – Thankoffering 

  Nov 23  9:00 AM  Immanuel w/Holy Communion, Corn & Cash   

Nov 26   7:00 PM Good Hope – Thanksgiving worship 

  Nov 30  9:00 AM  St. John’s – healing service 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  Dec 3   7:00 PM Immanuel - Midweek Advent  

Dec 7  9:00 AM  Immanuel w/communion, noisy offering 

Dec 10   7:00 PM St. John’s - Midweek Advent 

  Dec 14  9:00 AM  St. John’s w/children 

Dec 17   7:00 PM Good Hope - Midweek Advent 

  Dec 21            9:00 AM  Immanuel 

  Dec 24   4:30 PM St. John’s – Christmas Eve 

  Dec 24   5:45 PM  Immanuel – Christmas Eve 

  Dec 25  9:00 AM  Immanuel – Christmas Day 

  Dec 28  9:00 AM  St. John’s w/Holy Communion 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Parish Information
Office email:  parishthre@wctatel.net   Office phone: 641-926-5798 

Website:        www.parish3.com   Office mail: Parish Three 

YouTube services: Iowa Lutherans    Box 95 

Woden, IA 50484 

Church locations: Immanuel  110 340th St, Titonka, IA 50480 

St. John’s 302 2nd St, Woden, IA 50484 
  

Pr John Heille cell phone: 507-399-3119 

Pr John Heille email:  unlikelyj@icloud.com 

Pr Heille’s office hours: Mondays 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM @ Immanuel 

      Tuesdays 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM @ St. John’s 

      Wednesdays 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM @ Good Hope 

November & 

December 2025 

Newsletter 

There’s no place like home 

and you have a home in our church! 

mailto:parishthre@wctatel.net
http://www.parish3.com/
mailto:unlikelyj@icloud.com
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Pr. John Heille 

 

 

 

 

Years ago, in kindergarten, one of my daughters learned a poem about November. 

It was about all the no’s of November. 

..no green grass, no bare feet, no summer sunshine, November… 

I can’t remember the whole poem.  I tried looking it up, but I couldn’t find the exact poem she learned.  

There were a whole bunch of other poems about November.  These poems all seemed to have one thing 

in common—what’s missing during the month of November. 

 

It seems easy to list all the things that are missing in the month of November.  The days are getting 

shorter and colder.  Many people focus inside rather than being outside enjoying the days like they do in 

summertime.  Maybe that’s one of the reasons why so many people seem eager to jump ahead to 

Christmas.   

 

There are some great things about November—besides pheasant season.  2 days that I have come to 

appreciate every November are All Saints—right at the start of the month—and Thanksgiving near the end 

of the month. 

 

All Saints is the day we remember God’s saints both past and present.  Lutherans believe that our status 

as saints starts with our baptism.  When God claims us as his own in the water of Baptism we have a 

brand new identity.  We are God’s people—part of the priesthood of all believes.  By God’s were saints 

and sinners all at the same time.  By nature we’re sinners—broken people living in a broken world.  By 

grace God washes us clean and gives us a new start.  We light candles on All Saints Sunday inviting 

everyone to remember the people who have walked before us in faith.  We remember the Saints and the 

promise of God’s grace that starts in our baptism and doesn’t end at our death.   

 

Thanksgiving comes at the end of the month.  It’s easy to focus in on the feasting and football.  But, if you 

want, Thanksgiving is a great day to say a simple prayer, “Thanks.”  One mystic said that if that if “Thanks” 

was the only prayer a person prayed—that would be enough.   

 

Hope you find joy in God’s ongoing love this November. 

Thanks for your partnership in ministry, John 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming council meetings: 
 
Nov 10  7 PM – Parish Three Council mtg @ Immanuel 

Dec   8   7 PM – Parish Three Council mtg @ St. John’s 
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One beloved Gospel story that’s worth another look is the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1-10.  Many 
learned this story in Sunday School as a story about a small man who Jesus reached out to meet.   
But there’s a whole different way to read this story as an adult.   
 
Read Luke 19:1-2 
Luke includes some details that we shouldn’t run past too quickly.  In the Sunday School song we 
learn that Zacchaeus was a “wee little man”.   
 
Luke as a different point to the story.  Luke tells us this man was a tax-collector and Luke adds one 
more key detail, Zacchaeus was rich.  Tax collectors, like Zacchaeus, made a living taking money from 
their own people and giving it to the Romans who had conquered the Jewish homeland.  People 
considered tax collectors to be traitors working against their own people.   
 
What does it mean to be a traitor? 
 
What does it mean when a traitor seeks for Jesus? 
 
Read Luke 19:3-6 
Jesus knew who Zacchaeus was when he saw him leaning out on the branch. He called him by name.   
 
What’s important about Jesus calling Zacchaeus by name? 
 
Read Luke 19:7 
Why were people grumbling? 
 
Read Luke 19:8-10 
How did Zacchaeus respond to Jesus presence despite the grumblers. 
 
How did Jesus respond to Zacchaeus? 
 
How is this story good news for us today? 

  

10-MINUTE BIBLE STUDY 

Nov / Dec  2025 
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St. John’s 

Servant Schedule 
 Immanuel 

Servant Schedule 

Communion & Paraments 

(There are instructions for communion set-up in the sacristy (the 

NW room off of the sanctuary). A calendar with the appropriate 

liturgical color is also found there.) 

Weston & Shelby Harms (Nov-Dec) 

  

Readers 

 Nov   9 – Eric Eden 

 Nov 23 – Wendy Harms 

 Dec   7 – Sherri Post 

Dec 21 – Susan Post 

Dec 24 – David Post 

Dec 25 – Jim Post 

  

 

 

Titonka Care Center Live-Streamers 

 Nov   2 – Gail & Kevin Hamilton 

 Nov   9 – Hilary Ziols 

 Nov 16 – Greg Brandt 

 Nov 23 – John Kurtzleben 

 Nov 30 - Allen & Susan Post  

 --------------------------------------------------- 

 Dec   7 – David & Marsha Bergstrom  

 Dec 14 – Jim Post  

 Dec 21 – Gail & Kevin Hamilton 

 Dec 28 – Hilary Ziols 

 

Can you operate a TV remote control? If so, you’re  

tech savvy enough to run the worship service stream  

at the Titonka Care Center. Additional volunteers are 

welcomed and encouraged!  Contact any of the 

persons above for a demonstration; instructions are  

also posted at the Care Center. 

 

A special thanks to Hilary Ziols for volunteering to 

stream! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ushers 

Nov – Dylan Brandt, Damien Stricker 

 Dec – Jason Doege, Clay Hobbs 

 

Communion 

Nov – Wendy Harms 

 Dec – Val Gibbs 

 

Altar Cloths & Flowers 

Nov – Shannon Doege  

Dec – Deb Schimmelpfennig 

 

Readers 

Nov   2 – Wendy Harms 

Nov 16 – Val Gibbs 

Nov 30 – Gary Hayungs 

Dec 14 – Doris Haugland 

Dec 24 – Pat Gibbs 

Dec 28 – Deb Schimmelpfennig 

 

 

 

Could you read the Scripture lessons 

occasionally?  Email the church office 

(parishthre@wctatel.net) and leave your 

name.  As our worship services alternate 

locations, you’d only read once every couple 

months. Thanks! 

mailto:parishthre@wctatel.net
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Are we missing your birthday or anniversary? 
Contact the office with the details. 

       IMMANUEL                        ST. JOHN’S 

BIRTHDAYS 
Nov 1 Cindy Beenken Nov 5 John Kurtzleben 

Nov 5 Rande Giesking Nov 7 Connie Tegtmeyer 

Nov 12 Carolyn Post Nov 9 Marj Squier* 

Nov 14 Max Bormann, Georgia Ricklefs Nov 15 Cheryl Schutjer 

Nov 18 Jaci Cox, Heidi Larson Nov 16 Bret Buns, Porter Buns, Leslie Eemhoff 

Nov 19 Mark Ricklefs Nov 17 Gary Schutjer 

Nov 25 Adam Senne Nov 18  Kendra Ingram, Landon Weber 

Nov 26 Ken Post Nov 20 Krystal Albers, Andrew Schimmelpfennig 

Nov 27 Adrien Stohr Nov 21 Pam Hanna 

  Nov 22 Nancy Beenken 

  Nov 27  Michael Schimmelpfennig,  
Walker Schutjer 

    
    

Dec 2 Millie Culbertson Dec 1 Hailey Kofron, Steve Schutjer 

Dec 4 Shelly Kardoes Dec 2 Levi Wood 

Dec 5 Karen Post Dec 4 Danielle Kurtzleben 

Dec 10 Amanda Post Dec 5 Tyler Doden 

Dec 13 Jennie Petersen Dec 10 Evan Hobbs 

Dec 15 Chase Stohr Dec 16 Abigail Brandt 

Dec 19 Nancy Axness, Kevin Brandt Dec 18 Sherri Haugland 

Dec 20 Marcia Ullmann Dec 19 Carmen Fjetland – happy 80th! 

Dec 24 Jerry Rurup, Doug Swingen Dec 20 Andrew Hanna 

Dec 27 Owen Harms Dec 23 Wendy Harms 

Dec 28 Matt Escobar Dec 25 Natalie Hankins 

Dec 30 Allison Ullmann Dec 30 Alyza Schimmelpfennig 

Dec 31 Betty Ricklefs   

       

IMMANUEL                           ST. JOHN’S 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Nov 24 Greg & Julie Finer Nov 21 Rick & Cassie Schutjer 

 

Dec 27 Ron & Deb Schmidt Dec 8 Wayne & Jeanne Tollagson 

  Dec 11 Denny & Linda Smith 

November’s Senior Recognition: 

This month we are honoring St. John’s “most 

senior” woman: Marj Squier, who will 

celebrate her 93rd birthday on  

November 7th! 

     Happy birthday, Marj!      
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St. John’s WELCA 

Thankofferings will be 

collected on Sunday, 

November 16 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday, November 26th  

 7:00 PM @ Good Hope 

St. John’s WELCA Breakfast and Cookie Sale 
Saturday, December 6th 

Breakfast:  6:30a.m. - 9:00a.m. 

Woden Community Center 

Scrambled Eggs, Rolls/Muffins, Juice, Coffee 

Free Will Donation 

Cookie Sale:  7:30a.m. - 9:00a.m. 

Cookies are $10 per container 

St. John’s Ladies are asked to provide 3 dozen Christmas cookies for the sale.  Drop them off at 

the Community Center on Friday afternoon or Saturday morning before the sale. 

(Subject to updates)  

Immanuel Corn & Cash 

Sunday, November 9 and November 23 

 
Checks may also be mailed to:  

Immanuel Lutheran Church  

Box 405, Titonka, IA 50480 

 

Remember to support St. 
John’s during this 
harvest season. 

Coming soon! 

Watch for news about the  

Angel Tree at St. John’s. 
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Hurry! Time is running out! 

St. John’s Perpetual Need Fund  
Christmas Wreath Sales 

St. John’s is holding their annual wreath sales.  Orders are due by Sunday, November 9.  

Order forms and pictures of the items will be available at St. John’s, Immanuel, and Good 

Hope or you can call or text Wendy Harms at 641-860-1239 or call Pat Hobbs at 641-926-

5122.  Please pay for your wreath in advance.  Make checks payable to St. John’s PNF.  The 

PNF fund helps families in the area who are in dire need of assistance.  Deliveries will be 

around Thanksgiving. 

Anyone wanting to help decorate the St. John’s sanctuary with a 25” wreath can have it 

donated in memory of a loved one or in honor of someone. 

Door Swag  $24.00  Cross   $36.00 

18” Wreath  $26.00  Candy Cane          $35.00 

25” Wreath  $28.00  Center Piece          $34.00 

       (Wicker basket)  
 

All items are decorated with a velvet bow, painted cones and berries. 

  

The shelves at our local 

food pantries need to be 

refilled. Please be 

generous when 

contributing to our noisy 

offerings in these holiday 

seasons. 

Deck the Halls! 
Immanuel will decorate for 
Advent and Christmas on 

Sunday, November 23 after 
the worship service. 

  



 

 

Parish Three: 
   Immanuel Lutheran Church, Titonka 
   St. John’s Lutheran Church, Woden 
 
 
Mail: P.O. Box 95, Woden, IA 50484 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November / December Newsletter:  
Seasons to Celebrate! 

 
 

 
Thanksgiving 

       Christmas 

 

 

Advent 


