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Worship Schedule 

  Sep 7  9:00 AM St. John’s – summer joint worships end – noisy offering 

  Sep 14  9:00 AM Immanuel w/Holy Communion 

  Sep 21            9:00 AM St. John’s 

  Sep 28  9:00 AM Immanuel w/Holy Communion 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  Oct 5  9:00 AM St. John’s – noisy offering 

  Oct 12  9:00 AM Immanuel w/Holy Communion 

  Oct 19            9:00 AM St. John’s 

  Oct 26  9:00 AM Immanuel w/Holy Communion 

   

 

 
  

 

Parish Information
Office email:  parishthre@wctatel.net   Office phone: 641-926-5798 

Website:        www.parish3.com   Office mail: Parish Three 

YouTube services: Iowa Lutherans    Box 95 

Woden, IA 50484 

Church locations: Immanuel  110 340th St, Titonka, IA 50480 

St. John’s 302 2nd St, Woden, IA 50484 
  

Pr John Heille cell phone: 507-399-3119 

Pr John Heille email:  unlikelyj@icloud.com 

Pr Heille’s office hours: Mondays 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM @ Immanuel 

      Tuesdays 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM @ St. John’s 

      Wednesdays 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM @ Good Hope

September / 

October 2025 

Newsletter 

mailto:parishthre@wctatel.net
http://www.parish3.com/
mailto:unlikelyj@icloud.com


2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pr. John Heille 

 

 

Faith comes first… 

It’s a popular slogan.  I seem to hear it every year, right as high school fall sports practices start.  Many 

coaches tell their players they should order their lives.  And the order the coaches teach is often the same. 

Faith,  

family,  

school,  

sports.   

Each one has a place.   

This sounds like good advice from a coach to young players.  In many ways it is good advice for 15 or 16-year-

olds.  It’s obvious, teenagers need to have higher priorities in life than football or volleyball.   

A few years ago, I heard a 17-year-old football player say he's tired of hearing these same speeches every fall.  

Yes, he said, players should have priorities—God, their families, and studies should matter more than their 

beloved spots.  But he wisely pointed out, there’s no way anybody’s life can be so neatly organized.  He 

insightfully pointed out, it’s impossible to think that people can or should even try to keep God in just one part 

of their lives.  It sounds dangerous to think about living with God locked up in neat and tidy compartment. 

This young man had good point.   

People, no matter how well intended, just shouldn’t pretend they can put God in a box.  And we know it’s a bad 

idea to think that we can limit our love for our families or our neighbors to just one part of our lives. 

Jesus’ people keep on learning that faith in Jesus isn't an activity to check off monthly or weekly on Sunday 

mornings.  Living in faith means trusting every-day that Jesus, dead and risen, is part of today and every 

tomorrow.  Living in faith means following the risen Jesus into lives full of love for God and our neighbors. 

We keep on learning that Jesus will never be contained.  On Easter the world learned Jesus wouldn’t stay 

dead in a tomb—and no matter how hard people try to tell God where to go and what to do God won’t stay put.  

We keep on learning that God’s love is unlimited. 

May God’s amazing grace surprise us and wake us up to the people and places near us where the love and 

mercy of God are needed. 

Thanks for your partnership, Pastor John Heille 

 

 

 

 

September - 

October 2025 

Upcoming council meetings: 
 
Sep 8  7 PM – Parish Three Council mtg @ St. John’s 

Oct 13   7 PM – Parish Three Council mtg @ Immanuel 
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The prophet Jeremiah is a hero to people of faith.  He’s not celebrated because things went well—quite the 
opposite.  Jeremiah stayed faithful when circumstances grew increasingly difficult. 
 
This September we’ll hear some of Jeremiah’s message for the king and the people in the kingdom Judah in 
our Sunday worship. God had a word for them all as their nation was about to be conquered.  Jeremiah made 
it clear. 
God will speak even if people won’t listen.   
God had plans for their future after exile.   
 
Read Jeremiah 1:1-5 
What was God’s call to Jeremiah? 
 
 
Read Jeremiah 1:6-10 
What was Jeremiah’s response to God’s plan?  Why didn’t God accept Jeremiah’s excuse? 
 
 
Reread Jeremiah 1:10 
What kind of message was Jeremiah about to offer? 
 
 
God sent Jeremiah as a prophet to a beloved nation who’s king stopped listening to God.  Jeremiah shared 
God’s word even if the king and all his minions didn’t want to hear.  God needed Jeremiah to understand his 
relationship to the people.  So, God sent Jeremiah to a potter’s house. 
Read Jeremiah 18:1-4 
What did Jeremiah see?  What was God’s point? 
 
 
Read Jeremiah 18:5-10 
What was the message for Jeremiah? 
 
 
What was the message for the people? 
 
 
The most beloved words from Jeremiah (Jeremiah 29:11) speak of God’s plans for the people after 70 years in 
exile.  We often hear these words out of context. 
Read Jeremiah 29:10-14 
How does hearing more of Jeremiah’s story reshape how you hear these words of hope? 
  

10-MINUTE BIBLE STUDY 

Sep/Oct 2025 
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St. John’s 

Servant Schedule 
 Immanuel 

Servant Schedule 

Communion & Paraments 

(There are instructions for communion set-up in the sacristy (the 

NW room off of the sanctuary). A calendar with the appropriate 

liturgical color is also found there.) 

Brad & Wendy Harms (Sep - Oct) 

  

Readers 

 Sep 14 – Susan Post 

 Sep 28 – David Post 

 Oct 12 – Jim Post 

Oct 26 – Shelly Kardoes 

  

Titonka Care Center Live-Streamers 

 Sep   7 – Jim Post 

 Sep 14 – John Kurtzleben 

 Sep 21 – David & Marsha Bergstrom 

 Sep 28 – Gail & Kevin Hamilton 

 --------------------------------------------------- 

 Oct   5 – Greg Brandt 

 Oct 12 – David & Marsha Bergstrom  

 Oct 19 – Allen & Susan Post  

 Oct 26 – Jim Post 

 

Can you operate a TV remote control? If so, you’re  

tech savvy enough to stream the worship services  

at the Titonka Care Center. Additional volunteers  

are welcomed and encouraged!  Contact any of the 

persons above for a demonstration; instructions are 

posted at the Care Center.   

 

 

 

 

Ushers 

Sep – Thomas Buns & Jim Steffen 

 Oct – Matt Brandt & Dean Harms 

 

Communion 

Sep – Karen Brunsen  

 Oct – Becky Crone 

 

Altar Cloths & Flowers 

Sep – Melissa Brandt   

Oct – Mona Buns 

 

Readers 

Sep 7 – Gary Hayungs 

Sep 21 – Doris Haugland 

Oct 5 – Pat Gibbs 

Oct 19 – Deb Schimmelpfennig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And, speaking of volunteering opportunities, 

could you read the Scripture lessons 

occasionally?  Email the church office 

(parishthre@wctatel.net) and leave your 

name.  As our worship services alternate 

locations, you’d only read once every couple 

months. Thanks! 

mailto:parishthre@wctatel.net
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       IMMANUEL                        ST. JOHN’S 

BIRTHDAYS 
Sep 1 Jenee Eden Sep 1 James Kennedy, Cameron Krebsbach 

Sep 2 Verla Bartelt, Steven Meyer Sep 2 Dennis Squier 

Sep 8 Jim Post Sep 3 Alan Larson 

Sep 9 Travis Stohr Sep 5 Amanda Gross 

Sep 11 Russell Bruns Sep 7 Lisa Steffen 

Sep 14 Mike Fredrickson Sep 12 Deven Showalter 

Sep 20 Judy Spear Sep 17 Daniel Weber, Terell Wilson,              
Isabel Haugland 

Sep 21 Gary Brandt Sep 19 Emma Henken 

Sep 21 Leslie Stohr Sep 21 Clay Hobbs, Heather Brandt, Cody Doege               
Kallista Larson, Griffin Doden 

Sep 24 Lilith Francel Sep 24 Brian Steffen 

Sep 26 Sydney Miller Seo 25 Joel Bilyeu 

  Sep 26 Emogene Kurtzleben, Hattie Schutjer 

  Sep 27 Logan Hobbs 

    
    

Oct 3 Tracy Stohr Oct 3 Joshua Gerdes, Tiffany Garrison,  
Chelsey Peterson 

Oct 5 Barb Parker Oct 4 Shannon Brandt 

Oct 5 Lisa Swingen Oct 6 John Steffen, Erik Larson 

Oct 6 Michael Ubben Oct 7 Thelma Meyering, Carrie Snieder,    
Hunter Brandt 

Oct 8 Andrew Senne Oct 9 Travis Tollagson, Jordyn Humphrey 

Oct 15 Greg Post Oct 11 Jessica Wellik 

Oct 16 Michael Post Oct 12 Paulette Dahl 

Oct 17 Kyle Post Oct 13 Stephanie Schutjer 

Oct 18 Deb Schmidt Oct 14 Ava Larson 

Oct 21 Greg Finer Oct 15 Kallon Bosworth 

Oct 22 Susan Post Oct 19 Macie Humphrey, Mariah Clement 

Oct 22 Cooper Ricklefs Oct 22 Terra Tweed 

Oct 30 Richard Mayland Oct 23 Tracy Wood, Haley Wood 

  Oct 25 Daryl Brunsen 

 Oct 26 Brenda Schutjer 

 Oct 27 Harper Doden 

 Oct 28 Scott Schmidt 

 Oct 29 Linda Smith, Lynne Larson 

       

IMMANUEL                           ST. JOHN’S 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Sep 6 Brad & Wendy Harms Sep 12 Gary & Cheryl Schutjer 

Sep 7 Weston & Shelby Harms Sep 15 Jim & Lisa Steffen 

Sep 16 Lloyd & Verla Bartelt Sep 22 Denny & Mona Buns 

Sep 23 Greg & Deb Poyzer-Mayland Sep 23 Jacob & Kerrie Smith 

Sep 30 Scott & Sherry Smithhart Sep 23 Gary & Diana Hayungs 

    

Oct 6   Pastor John and Pastor Laura 

Oct 17 Dan & Nicole Boyken Oct 9 Pat & Val Gibbs 

  Oct 12 Daryl & Karen Brunsen 

  Oct 14 Laurence & Bonnie Doden 
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Confirmation Classes will begin on  

Wednesday, Sep 3 at 6:30 PM at Good 

Hope.  The first meeting will be for 

students and at least one parent. 

Congratulations to  

Natalie Larson and  

Trevor Siddell, who 

were married on 

August 2. 

  

 

St. John’s WELCA 

General Meeting        

Thursday, September 4th  

at 7:00 PM 

For all parents of Immanuel and  

St. John’s youth (ages 3 to 5th grade) - 

       FAMILY NIGHT IS FOR YOU! 

         

Family Night starts again on Sunday,  

September 21 from 6-7 PM at St. John’s.   

  

Come join us for a Bible story, a song or two 

and a game. The goal is to create a time for 

kids and parents to play and learn the stories 

of faith together.  

  

We hope to see you there!   

Any questions?  Reach out to Pastor John or 

Phyllis Schutjer 
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North Iowa Community Action Organization 

Energy Assistance Program 2025-2026 

October 1, 2025 for seniors 60+ and/or disabled persons November 1, 2025 for all other eligible households.  Applications 

are accepted by mail, email, online, or in person. 

The program will provide supplemental assistance, based on several factors, such as total household income, household 

size, dwelling type, type of heating fuel, among others.  Deadline to apply is April 30, 2026. 

Hancock County: 1(800) 873-1899 Kossuth County: (515) 295-2531 Winnebago County: (641) 585-5863 

More info is available at www.nicao-online.org             Posters are on the church bulletin boards. 
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Lutheran Men in Mission news from Mark Juhl: 

I would like to draw your attention to our planning a SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE bed build on 
Saturday Oct 4th with an evening retreat at Lutheran Lakeside Camp the night before, Oct 3rd. 

Please let men of your congregation know about this opportunity to have fellowship and male 
bonding while serving those kids who would otherwise sleep on the floor. 

More information and the registration info is on the church bulletin boards. 
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Parish Three: 
   Immanuel Lutheran Church, Titonka 
   St. John’s Lutheran Church, Woden 
 
 
Mail: P.O. Box 95, Woden, IA 50484 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September / October Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Want to save a stamp, a small tree and mailing time?  Contact the church office 
(parishthre@wctatel.net) to get these newsletters by email. 

 

mailto:parishthre@wctatel.net

